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Education 

1984:   University of Bologna, Italy, Degree cum laude in Biological Sciences.  

1985 - 1990:  University of Bologna, Italy, Doctorate in Cellular Biology and Physiology. 

1987 - 1988: Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research, London, UK; Visiting PhD student  

 

Position and Employment 

1990-92: Post Doctoral Fellow, Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research, London (UK).  

1993-94:  Post Doctoral Fellow, Istituto Superiore di Sanità, (Rome, Italy).  

1995-2002: Research Fellow (staff member), Istituto Superiore di Sanità 

1998-2003: Head, Neurobiology Unit, Istituto Superiore di Sanità. 

2003-  Senior Research Fellow (Primo Ricercatore), Istituto Superiore di Sanità 

2008- Head, Experimental Neurology Unit, Istituto Superiore di Sanità. 

 

Other experiences and Professional achievements 

1993  Co-inventor and co-applicant, patent “The Glial Growth Factors: preparation and usage”, Goodearl, 

A.D.J., Stroobant, P, Minghetti, L., Otsu, M., Marchionni, M., Sun, M., Gwynne, D., Waterfield, M. D.  

1998  Visiting Scientist, University of Oxford, Department of Pharmacology 

1999  Visiting Scientist, University of Southampton, Southampton Neuroscience Group  

 

Honors 

1998  Human Frontier Science Program (Short Term Fellowship) 

1998 The Wellcome Trust (Short Term Travelling Research Fellowship). 

1999 British Council (Short Term Travelling Research Fellowship) 

 

Editorial Boards: 

Journal of Neuropathology and Experimental Neurology (until 2006), Glia, Oxidative Medicine and Cellular 

Longevity; executive editor for Current Pharmaceutical Design. 

 

Scientific Societies:  

International Society for Neurochemistry (ISN), Italian Society of Neuroscience (SINS), European College of 

Neuropsychopharmacology (ECNP) 

 

Current interests and activities 

The research activity of Dr. Minghetti is devoted to the study of the roles of the “non-neuronal” component 

of the brain, namely glial cells, in the pathogenesis of degenerative and inflammatory diseases of the 

central nervous system. The activity of the unit is centered on the identification of molecular mechanisms 

underlying neurodegeneration, new diagnostic biomarkers and molecular targets, and their validation at 

pre-clinical stage.  The role of inflammation in brain diseases and aging  is one of the main aspect studied. 

Dr. Minghetti acts as reviewer for several international journals and national and international Scientific 

organizations including Associazione Italiana Sclerosi Multipla; Agenzia Spaziale Italiana; Cofin-MURST, 

PRIN; The Wellcome Trust; UK Department of Health – Research and Development Division; Parkinson 

Association UK; Multiple Sclerosis Association UK; Ministere de la Culture, de L’enseignement superieur et 

de la Recherche, Grand-Duche de Luxemburg; USA-Israel Binational Program; Spanish Ministry of Health 

and Consumer’s Affair; Singapore National Medical Research Council. 

International collaborations: Hugh Perry, University Southampton, UK Olle Lindvall and Zaal Kokaia, 

Wallenberg Neuroscience Center, Lund, Sweden; A. David Smith University of Oxford , UK; Luc Bué and 

David Blum, Université Lille2, Lille, France; Thierry Durand, University of Montpellier, France; Andrew Gow, 



Rutgers University, USA; Lydia Gimenez-Llort, Barcellona, Spain. 
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